The first of these depends upon the fact that the faculty of judgment and the power of volition afford, in themselves, sufficient employment for many emotions of a highly active character. Every man either possesses, or by timely exercise may obtain, the power to place the sources of all emotion under subjugation to his intelligence and his will; so that the force of his passions is exerted in exciting and sustaining the activity of the hemispherical ganglia, and, partly, perhaps, in giving effect to their commands. In this way, it is not only possible, but common, for the intelligence to supersede the original emotion by one wholly opposed to it ; as in cases where the natural disposition to revenge an injury is overruled by the dictates of Christian duty.
Infinitely below the power to control an emotion at its source, but still almost exclusively human, is the power to control it in action for the sake of more certainly obtaining the end to which it points. An emotion that is thus treated is commonly greatly strengthened by the continued direction of the thoughts upon it; but it seldom exerts any hurtful influence upon the body, unless finally and entirely disappointed. Prove all things, hold fast that which is good." Such is the divine injunction ; and a strict obedience to it will best promote "*vliat God vouchsafes to acknowledge as His glory, or to reveal to "us as the means of man's salvation.
